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MISCHA ZVEREV

The 2016 White Sands Joey Gratton Sarasota Open Men’s Champion

Mischa Zverev celebrated his first ATP singles tour victory at the 9th Sarasota Open in April. The 28-year old lefty, was born in
Moscow, raised in Germany and currently resides in Monte Carlo, Monaco, where he is coached by his father, Alexander.
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How long have you lived in
Saddlebrook?
We don’t live there full time; we
just train there in the off-season.
We have a place there, but I
think since 2004 we come back
in November and December to
spend the off-season there.

Mischa’s much younger brother
(by nearly ten years), Sascha,
is a rising star and some say
youth may soon overtake
experience in the Zverev family
ranking.

Why and when did you first
start playing tennis?
Both my parents played so I was
sort of born into a tennis career.
I was 2-years old when I started
swinging with a racquet and since
then it’s been my passion, my life.
(Note: Alexander Zverev Sr. competed for the Soviet Union and
reached a career high of 175 in 1985. Irina Zverev reached 380
in 1993.)

finally winning in Sarasota on
his third attempt. His straight
set win over Austria’s Gerald
Melzer was hard fought and
earned him 100 ATP points and
$14,500 in prize money.

Play Sarasota’s Ray Collins was the first to interview Mischa,
minutes after winning the 2016 Sarasota Open at the Lakewood
Ranch Tennis and Athletic Club. They talked about everything
from Sarasota to sibling rivalry—or lack thereof.
You won in straight sets but had a little hiccup toward
the end and had to win in a tie-breaker. What happened?
You know how it is, you’re serving for the finals, you’re serving
for the match, you’re serving for the championship and you get
a little nervous, so that’s pretty normal. But I’ve been there a few
times so I know how to handle it. You just try to stay cool and
calm and focus.

The past couple times you’ve come here, you’ve had your
parents and your brother with you. Do you prefer that, or
traveling alone?
Normally I prefer traveling with my family... my brother, my mom
and dad are overseas, but I stayed in touch with them everyday
and I’ll see them next week again in Munich, so we’re going to
re-unite.

You play all over the world. How do you like the Sarasota Open?
It’s a great tournament. I was staying with some great friends
of my family. It’s been a great week, not too far from my home
where I train in Saddlebrook (Wesley Chapel) and I really enjoy
the great facility. It’s a very loving crowd. The people make it
special; the people are very nice and that’s always a bonus factor.

What’s it like watching your little brother, Sascha, climb
the rankings?
It’s great, because when he was little; like, 14, 15, and I was
playing on the junior tour and all the junior slams, he was always
coming with me and I was always thinking “one day he’s going
to be better than me.” So far, I still have the best ranking in the
family, 45 (2009), but he’s getting close and I hope he’s going to
beat that record pretty soon.

Did you do much in Sarasota while you were here, or just
eat, sleep and play tennis?
I had a lot of matches, so I didn’t do much sightseeing, but I’m
from Wesley Chapel, so I kind of know this area. I’ve been here
before. But I mainly just hung out with my friends and enjoyed
the week.

What’s it like when you play each other?
I love it because if I win it’s great, but if I lose it means he’s good.
But I know he hates playing me because I know his game very
well. He doesn’t enjoy that.
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Ray Collins is the Voice of the Sarasota Open, a local
newscaster, and a media consultant. Details at
www.RayCollinsMedia.com

